Oxford and Its Story

an extensive view of the Thames Valley between Abingdon
and Oxford.)

"The bakers," the regulation continued, "shall stand
between Carfax and North Gate, and behind them the
foreign sellers of fish and those that are not free or of the
guild. The tanners shall stand between Somner's Inn
and Carfax ; the sellers of cheese, milk, eggs, beans, new
peas and butter from the corner of Carfax towards the
Bailly; the sellers of hay and grass at the Pillory; the
cornsellers between North Gate and Mauger Hall (the Cross
Inn)."

Besides these market-stands the permanent trades
and resident guilds had distinct spheres allotted to
them, The cutlers, drapers, cooks and cordwaincrs
had their special districts; the goldsmiths had their
shops in All Saints' parish, the Spicery and Vintnery1
lay to the south of S. Martin's ; Fish Street extended
to Folly Bridge, the Corn Market stretched away to
North Gate, the stalls of the butchers ranged in their

1 The Vintnery, the quarter of taverns and wine cellars,
which was at the north end of S. Aldate's, flourished
mightily. The students, for all their lust of knowledge,
were ever good samplers of what Rabelais calls the holy
water of the cellar, You might deduce that from the
magnificent cellars of the Mitre Inn or Bulkley Hall (corner
of S. Edward's Street) and above all from those of the old
Vintnery. For the houses north of the Town Hall have
some splendid cellars, which connect with another under
the street, and so with others under the first house on the
west side of S. Aldate's, the famous old Swindlestock
(Siren or Mermaid Inn). These are good specimens of early
fifteenth century vaults. It is supposed that when these
cellars were dug, the earth was thrown out into the street
and there remained in the usual mediaeval way. This, it
is maintained, accounts for the hill at Carfax, Certainly
the earliest roadway at Carfax is traceable at the unexpected
depth of eleven feet seven inches below the present high
road, which is some three and a half feet below what it
should be according to the average of one foot per hundred
years observed by most mediaeval towns as their rate of
deposit.
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